Award and Eligibility Criteria CHALLENGE
for the Challenge Scholars Scholarship SCHOLARS

(Union HS classes of 2023 through 2028) e

FOUR YEAR SCHOLARSHIP: Scholarship award for a portion of 4 years of tuition at 46+ Michigan college or university

Award

=  For eligible students graduating Union High School in 2023 through 2028: The four-year scholarship award is
equivalent to the student’s tuition and fees, minus their PELL award. Funds can be applied to the student’s cost of
attendance at any eligible Michigan college or university to be used towards earning a bachelor’s degree, associate
degree, or high-quality credential.

= Students whose family household income is more than double the area median income as defined at
www.census.gov (roughly $140,000 per household) will receive a reduced scholarship amount, capped at $1,500 per
year. Verification of income may be required if the information provided suggests that household income may
exceed $140,000 per year.

Initial Eligibility Criteria
To receive a four-year scholarship award, a student must meet the initial eligibility requirements below:
=  Enroll as a Challenge Scholar in 6% grade.
= Attend Harrison Park or Westwood Middle School continually from 6" grade through 8" grade.
= Attend Union High School continually from 9% grade through 12t grade.
=  Have a GPA of 2.0 or above at graduation.
= Do not have a 180-day expulsion.
= Submit financial aid paperwork, including Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
e [fthe student is ineligible to submit the FAFSA, the student must complete the Federal Student Aid Estimator
= Meet income guidelines (household income does not exceed double the area medianincome)
= Enroll at and attend an eligible Michigan college or university within six months after graduating high school, unless a
deferment is approved (a full list is available here https://www.challengescholars.org/resources)
= Accept any financial aid offered by college or university (not including loans)
= Activate their Challenge Scholars scholarship in the online portal

TWO YEAR SCHOLARSHIP: Scholarship award for a portion of 2 years of tuition at Grand Rapids Community College

Award

This scholarship award and criteria applies to students who do not qualify for the Grand Rapids Promise Zone Scholarship.
The two-year scholarship award includes tuition and fees after Federal Pell Grant for up to two academic years (4
semesters) of attendance at Grand Rapids Community College. Students whose families make more than double the area
median income as defined at www.census.gov (roughly $140,000 per household) will receive a reduced scholarship
amount, capped at $1,500 per year. Verification of income may be required if the information provided suggests that
household income may exceed $140,000 per year.

Initial Eligibility Criteria
To receive a two-year scholarship award, a student must:

= Attend Union High School continually from 9% grade through 12t grade.

=  Have a GPA of 2.0 or above at graduation.

= Do not have a 180-day expulsion.

= Submit financial aid paperwork, including Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

e If the student is ineligible to submit FAFSA, the student must complete the Federal Student Aid Estimator

= Meet income guideline (household income does not exceed double the area median income)

=  Enroll at and attend Grand Rapids Community College within six months after graduating high school unless a

deferment is approved.
= Accept any financial aid offered by college or university (not including loans)
= Activate their Challenge Scholars scholarship in the online portal

Maintaining Scholarship Eligibility in College
To continue to receive any Challenge Scholars scholarship, a student must:
=  Stay enrolled in good standing at the eligible college oruniversity.
=  Make satisfactory academic progress (SAP; as defined by the college or university) toward earning a degree, including
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maintaining a grade level that permits progress toward graduation on a normal schedule.

= Submit a FAFSA (or Federal Student Aid Estimator) annually and accept financial aid offers (not including loans)

= Attend annual orientation/Kickoff event and sign scholarship agreement.

=  Renew your Challenge Scholars status every semester by completing the required check-ins and uploading a detailed
copy of your student bill to the Challenge Scholars portal.

Failure to meet the continued eligibility criteria above may result in revocation of your scholarship award. Prior to
revocation, Grand Rapids Community Foundation may, but is not required to, place you on probation and suspend your
scholarship award to give you the opportunity to correct your ineligibility. However, if deficiencies are not corrected
within one academic semester, your scholarship may be revoked, and you will forfeit your right to any additional funds.

Scholarship Eligibility Statuses

We understand that special circumstances may arise. Using its sole discretion, Grand Rapids Community Foundation may
make exceptions to eligibility requirements (including continued eligibility) or defer scholarship awards from time to time.
These circumstances will determine an individual's status within the Challenge Scholars program. Those statuses are
listed below.

High School Student Statuses:

e Eligible--Full: meets all eligibility criteria listed above under Initial Eligibility.

e Eligible--Income Capped: meets all eligibility criteria listed above under Initial Eligibility, but family income exceeds
double the area median income as defined at www.census.gov. Verification of income may be required if the
information provided suggests that household income may exceed $140,000 per year.

e |neligible due to GPA or Disrupted Enrollment: does not meet eligibility criteria listed above for GPA or inconsistent
enrollment within the Challenge Scholars pipeline. Students may submit the Eligibility Reconsideration Request form
for special consideration. The form is available from the College/Career Coordinator at Union High School or from the
Challenge Scholars team at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation.

e |neligible due to Expulsion: students with a 180-day expulsion will not be reconsidered for eligibility. Student will be
placed in the disenrolled exit status (Refer to Exited Student Statuses section below).

College Student Statuses:

° : the student is meeting the annual requirements to maintain scholarship eligibility and is actively enrolled in
classes at a Challenge Scholars eligible college or university.
° a college student whose request to place their scholarship on hold has been approved and is not

actively enrolled in classes at a Challenge Scholars eligible college or university. The student has formally
communicated with the Challenge Scholars team that they plan to re-enroll in classes within one year of postponing
their scholarship.

e  Withdrawn: a college student who is not up to date with the scholarship annual requirements and is at risk of losing
their scholarship. The student will be disenrolled (Refer to Exited Student Statuses section below) if the student does
not contact Challenge Scholars within 12 months of being placed on Withdrawn status.

Exited Student Statuses:

e Completed- Students who attained a degree or credential have completed the Challenge Scholars program. Challenge
Scholars may request an exit interview and offer opportunities to stay engaged. Completed students who are
interested in furthering their post-secondary education will be connected to other scholarship resources.

e Disenrolled- Individuals who have not been in contact with Challenge Scholars for 12 months or who have declined
their scholarship will be disenrolled from the Challenge Scholars Scholarship program. Challenge Scholars will remove
individuals from their contact list and cease further communication. Disenrolled individuals can no longer reactivate
their scholarship.

Additional Scholarship Request
The 4-year Challenge Scholars (CS) scholarship is designed to cover two semesters per year for a total of eight semesters.
The 2-year CS scholarship is designed to cover a total of four semesters. Depending on the availability of scholarship
funds, requests for scholarships to cover additional educational experiences will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Examples include:
o Study abroad
o  Tuition & fees for summer semester enrollment
o Completion scholarship (for students who expect to graduate within one year after their Challenge Scholars scholarship expires)
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The availability of additional funding is not guaranteed. Schedule an appointment with Challenge Scholars for details on how to
apply for these additional scholarships.

Transferring

College students who plan to transfer to another institution must meet with their success coach and academic advisor
first to determine a transfer plan. The student will also need to notify the Challenge Scholars team at Grand Rapids
Community Foundation about their transfer plans as soon as possible.

Terms and Conditions
Additional details about scholarship requirements can be found in the Terms and Conditions document, linked here.

Special Circumstances

We understand that special circumstances may arise, Grand Rapids Community Foundation may make exceptions to
eligibility requirements (including continued eligibility) or defer scholarship awards from time to time. Grand Rapids
Community Foundation is not required to permit exceptions or deferments and makes such determinations in its sole
discretion.

Contact Us

If you have questions regarding eligibility requirements or would like to request an exception or deferment, contact the
Challenge Scholars team at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation at ChallengeScholars@GRFoundation.org or call
616-284-4928.
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Criterio de Elegibilidad para la CHALLENGE

Beca de Challenge Scholars VSQHPOL;ALRS

(Clases de Union HS del 2023 al 2028)

BECA DE CUATRO ANOS: Beca para una porcion de 4 afios de matricula en mas de 46 colegios o universidades de

Michigan

Beca
= Para estudiantes elegibles que se gradiden de Union High School en 2023 hasta el 2028: La beca de cuatro afios incluye

la matricula y tarifas que superen los gastos cubiertos por la beca Federal Pell por cuatro afios académicos (ocho
semestres) en cualquiera de los colegios o universidades de Michigan admisibles para la obtencion de una licenciatura
de 4 afios (bachelor's degree), 2 afios (associate's degree) o una credencial profesional.

= Los estudiantes cuyas familias ganen mas del doble del ingreso promedio en el area, asi definido en www.census.gov
(aproximadamente $140,000 por hogar) recibirdn una beca reducida, limitada a $1,500 por afio. Verificacion del
ingreso puede ser requerido si la informacién del estudiante sugestiona que el ingreso del hogar excede $140,000
por afio.

Criterio de Elegibilidad Inicial
Para recibir una beca de cuatro afos, el estudiante debe cumplir los siguientes requisitos iniciales de elegibilidad:

= |Inscribirse como participante de Challenge Scholars en 6% grado.

= Asistir a Harrison Park o Westwood Middle School de forma continua desde el 6to al 8vo grado.

= Asistir a Union High School de forma continua desde el 9no grado al 12vo grado.

=  Tener un promedio de calificaciones (GPA) de 2.0 o mas al momento de graduarse.

= No tener una expulsion de 180 dias.

= Completar los tramites de ayuda financiera, incluyendo la Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid -FAFSA).

e Siel estudiante no es elegible pare el FAFSA, el estudiante debe completar el Federal Student Aid Estimator

= Cumplir con los requisitos de ingreso financiero (ingresos del hogar no deben exceder el doble del ingreso promedio
en el drea).

= Matricularse y asistir a un colegio o universidad de Michigan admisible dentro de los seis meses tras la graduacién de
high school, a menos que se apruebe un aplazamiento de inscripcion (véase la lista completa aqui https://
www.challengescholars.org/resources).

= Aceptar cualquier ayuda financiera ofrecida por el colegio o la universidad (no incluye los préstamos).

= Activar la beca de Challenge Scholars al inscribirse en el portal en linea

BECA DE DOSANOS: Beca para una porcién de 2 afios para gastos de matricula en Grand Rapids Community College

Beca

La beca de dos afios y sus criterios aplican para estudiantes que no rednen los requisitos para la beca GR Promise. Esta
beca incluye gastos de matricula y tarifas que superen los costos cubiertos por la beca Federal Pell por hasta dos afios
académicos (4 semestres) en Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC). Los estudiantes cuyas familias ganen mas del
doble del ingreso promedio en el drea, asi definido en www.census.gov (aproximadamente $140,000 por hogar) recibiran
una beca reducida, limitada a $1,500 por afio. Verificacion del ingreso puede ser requerido si la informacién del
estudiante sugestiona que el ingreso del hogar excede $140,000 por afio.

Criterio de Elegibilidad Inicial
Para recibir esta beca, el estudiante debe:

= Asistir a Union High School de forma continua desde el 9no al 12vo grado.
= Tener un promedio de calificaciones (GPA) de 2.0 o mas al momento de graduarse.

= No tener una expulsion de 180 dias.

= Completar los tramites de ayuda financiera, incluyendo la Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal para Estudiantes (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid -FAFSA).

e Siel estudiante no es elegible pare el FAFSA, el estudiante debe completar el Federal Student Aid Estimator

= Cumplir con los requisitos de ingreso financiero (ingresos del hogar no deben exceder el doble del ingreso promedio
en el area).

= Matricularse y asistir a Grand Rapids Community College (GRCC) dentro de los seis meses tras la graduacion de la
preparatoria, a menos que se apruebe un aplazamiento de inscripcién.
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= Aceptar cualquier ayuda financiera ofrecida por el colegio o la universidad (no incluye los préstamos).
= Activar la beca de Challenge Scholars al inscribirse en el portal en linea

Manteniendo la Elegibilidad para Recibir Becas en la Universidad

Para continuar recibiendo cualquier beca del programa Challenge Scholars, el estudiante debe:

= Permanecer matriculado tiempo completo (al menos 12 créditos por semestre) en un colegio o universidad admisible.

= Demostrar avance académico satisfactorio (SAP por sus siglas en inglés, segun lo defina el colegio o universidad) hacia
la obtencidn de la licenciatura, incluyendo mantener un nivel académico que permita el progreso hacia la graduacién
en un periodo de tiempo normal.

= Completar los tramites de la FAFSA anualmente y aceptar ofrecimientos de ayuda financiera (no incluye préstamos)

= Asistir a la orientacion anual y firmar el acuerdo de la beca.

= Renovar su estatus de Challenge Scholars cada semestre al completar las encuestas requeridas y subir una copia
detallada de la factura del estudiante en el portal en linea de Challenge Scholars.

El incumplimiento de estos criterios de elegibilidad continua podria resultar en la suspension de la beca. Antes de esta
suspension, Grand Rapids Community Foundation puede, pero no esta obligada a, poner al en un periodo de pruebay
suspenderad la beca con el fin de darle la oportunidad de corregir su inelegibilidad. Sin embargo, si estas carencias no son
corregidas al cabo de un semestre académico, la beca puede ser revocada y el estudiante perdera el derecho a cualquier
fondo de beca adicional.

Estatus de Elegibilidad

Comprendemos que podrian presentarse circunstancias especiales, y a su discrecién, Grand Rapids Community
Foundation puede hacer excepciones a los requisitos de elegibilidad (incluyendo la elegibilidad continua) o aplazar las
becas de vez en cuando. Estas circunstancias determinaran el estatus del estudiante dentro del programa de Challenge
Scholars. Los estatus estan identificados en seguida.

Estudiantes en la preparatoria:

e Elegible — completamente: cumple todos los requisitos de elegibilidad identificados en la seccion de Criterio de
Elegibilidad Inicial.

e Elegible — con beca reducida: cumple todos los requisitos de elegibilidad identificados en la seccién de Criterio
de Elegibilidad Inicial pero el ingreso de la familia excede el doble del ingreso promedio en el drea, asi definido
en www.census.gov. Verificacion del ingreso puede ser requerido si la informacion del estudiante sugestiona
que el ingreso del hogar excede $140,000 por afio.

e Inelegible debido al GPA o interrupcion en su inscripcion: no cumple con el requisito de GPA o su inscripcién en
las escuelas que funcionan con Challenge Scholars fue inconsistente. El estudiante puede apelar su inelegibilidad
llenando el formulario de reconsideracion de elegibilidad debido al GPA. El estudiante debe reunirse con el
College/Career Coordinator de Union High School para completar el formulario.

e Inelegible debido a una expulsion: los estudiantes con expulsiones de 180 dias quedan descalificados
permanentemente y no se les permite apelar su elegibilidad. El estudiante tendra el estatus de Despedido (ver la
seccién de estatus para Estudiantes que han completado o son despedidos).

Estudiantes en la universidad:

e Activo: el estudiante esta cumpliendo con los requisitos anuales para mantener su elegibilidad para la beca 'y
esta inscrito y asistiendo a clases en una de las universidades compatibles con Challenge Scholars.

° : la solicitud del estudiante para postponer su beca fue aprobada y el estudiante no esta
inscrito o asistiendo a clases en una de las universidades compatibles con Challenge Scholars. El estudiante
también ha comunicado que su plan es inscribirse a clases dentro de un afio después de postponer la beca.

e Distante: el estudiante no esta al dia con los requisitos para mantener su elegibilidad para la beca y esta en
riesgo de perder la beca. El estudiante sera despedido (ver la seccién de estatus para Estudiantes que han
completado o son despedidos) si, el estudiante no se comunica con Challenge Scholars dentro de doce meses de
estar con el estatus de Distante.

Estudiantes que han completado o son despedidos:

e Completado: los estudiantes que han terminado su carrera o credencial han completado el programa de
Challenge Scholars. Es posible que Challenge Scholars les pida a estos estudiantes una entrevista de salida y
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ofrecerles oportunidades para mantenerse conectados con el programa. Si estos estudiantes, que han
completado, estan interesados en continuar sus estudios, se les comunicara acerca de otros recursos y becas.

e Despedido: los estudiantes que no se han comunicado con Challenge Scholars dentro de doce meses o que han
rechazado la beca serdn despedidos del programa de Challenge Scholars. Challenge Scholars eliminara a estos
estudiantes de sus listas de comunicaciones y concluird futuras comunicaciones. Estudiantes con estatus de
despedido no podran reactivar su beca.

Solicitud de Financiamiento Educativo Adicional
La beca de cuatro afios de Challenge Scholars esta disefiado para cubrir dos semestres al afio, con un total de ocho
semestres. La beca de dos afios de Challenge Scholars esta disefiada para cubrir un total de cuatro semestres.
Dependiendo de la disponibilidad de fondos para becas, las solicitudes para cubrir experiencias educativas adicionales
seran evaluada caso por caso. Algunos ejemplos incluyen:

e  Estudiar en el extranjero

e  Matriculas y cuotas para clases durante el semestre de verano

(] Beca para la Final (para estudiantes que esperan graduarse dentro de un afio después de la expiracion de su beca de Challenge Scholars)

La disponibilidad de financiamiento adicional no esta garantizada. Programa una cita con Challenge Scholars para obtener
mas informacién sobre como aplicar para estas becas adicionales.

Transferencias

Los estudiantes universitarios que planean transferirse a otra institucion deben reunirse con su Success coach y asesor
académico de su institucidon para determinar un plan de transferencia. También deben notificar lo antes posible al equipo
de Challenge Scholars de Grand Rapids Community Foundation sobre sus planes de transferencia.

Circunstancias Especiales

Comprendemos que circunstancias especiales o imprevistas pueden presentarse, y es posible que Grand Rapids
Community Foundation permita excepciones de los requisitos de elegibilidad (incluyendo elegibilidad continua) o aplazar
las becas de vez en cuando. Grand Rapids Community Foundation no esta requerida a permitir excepciones o
aplazamientos y toma estas decisiones a su discrecion.

Contactanos

Si tienen preguntas sobre los requisitos de elegibilidad o desean solicitar una excepcién o aplazamiento, los estudiantes
pueden contactar al equipo de Challenge Scholars de Grand Rapids Community Foundation al siguiente correo
challengescholars@grfoundation.org o por teléfono/texto al 616-284-4928.
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